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LIFE OF AUDUBON.

AUDUBON
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1':. story of Andubon’s life is ono that deserves to
be recorded, and the task, fortunately, has been
completed under the direction of the oue person
most competent to perform it faithfully. Unlike most

we have but two or three pages of an-
cestral history, so simple snd picturesqae that they
counld not be spared. The adventnrous father, the
twantieth child of & Vendeun fisherman, is vividly
set before onr eyes in & fow paragraphs, and the
picture prepares us for the similar traits of conrage,
endurance, and heroic persistence which we find in
the son. The latter was born im Lovuisiana, but a8 &
French subjoct, and received bis education in the
city of Nantes, where one of his teschers was the
painter David, His skill in drawing was even llltm‘ﬂ
smployed in the field wherein ho was to find his life’s
work, and his father's dissatisfaction with nufsh nn
unpractical taste wis the principal cause of his be-
ing sent to Ameriea 10 look after an estato be-
longing to the former, on the s.—hu',-lhill, near Phila-
delphia. The date of hix comivg 18 not given, fone
of the few omissions in the yoluwe which should yet
be supplied), but it must have been somewhere abont
the year 1800,

This eircamstance decided Audnbon's nationality.
Although he afterwards returned to France for ayear
or two, and even scrved for a short time in the
French Navy, he was faithfal to the betrothal which
ho had made befors leaving Pennsylvania, and to
the plan, already conceived, of updertaking an
American Omithology. With every qualifieation
for suceess, in the popular understanding of the
word—with  health, strength, energy. personal
beauty, and tolerable fortune—ha commenced &
course of life which might almost be enlled o failnre,
but for ite one great and imperishable result, He
had both the unshaken faith and the child-like ®im-
plicity of gening,  When we readl of his goipg into
business in Louisville, or Henderson, or Natchez, we
kpow beforehand that{lie will not snceeed; but when
we come to the story of his landing in England,
withont an acquaintaunce, and with only a few dol-
Jars in his pocket, intending to conipass the publica-
tien of & work which shall cost a fortune, we as
surely anticipate his success.  He was proud, sensi-
tive and self-willed; he resented the least approach
to s slight in English society: yet he cheerfully
tanght & dancing-school in Mississippi, to procure
funds for currying out bis great design. Through-
out his whole lifo that murvelons devotion to sci-
ence rups like a thread of light, digiifying his priva-
tions, gwing consistency to his waywardness, and
erowning his many fuiloves withlasting achievement.

The book which tells the history of such a life
sught to be a frank representation of all its phases,
and such a book Mrs. Audubon has given us, It is
mainly a compilation from the naturalist's jonrnals
aud letters. If, here and there, the order of events
i not quite so clear as it might be, their narration is
always racy and pictnresque, and there is no flagging
in the interest with which the reader follows the
adventurons tale. The acconnt of Andubon's ex-
periences in Loudon, Edinburgh, and Paris, while
proouring subscribers for his work, 18 related with
quite as much gpirit as his wanderings in the wilder-
ness.  His sketches of men do not betray the same
delight in the sabject as his illustrations of birds,
but they are done witn a fine hand. The extracts
from his journals give us very clear and sutisfactory
impressions of Charles Bovaparte, 8ir Thomas Law-
renee, Cuvier, Geoffroy St. Hilaire, and other distin-
gnished persons. Through his eyes, moreover, we
huive the advantage of looking upon the English and

Freneh soclety of forty years ngoe from a new and
curions point of view. His restless submission to con-

ventional forms betrays itself thronghout; hissndden,
and not always comprehensible fita of despondency

and exnltation, are faithfully chronicled, ‘and the
man innocently paints himself in pointing others.

This isone of the principal charms of the book. The

—
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biogeaphy of a naturalist might be supposed to have 4

a sclentific, rather than o purely human interest; but
one may kunow nothing of ornithology, yet follow
from birth to death, with almost the interest of a
rowmatice, the furvones of the man, Andubon.
The ouly eritivism we have to make in regurd to
the execution of the work is the omission of some
dutes, and a lack of proper arrangement in others,
Thoe passages from the naturalist’s journals seem
(since we cannot know what is withheld) to be se-
lected with good judgment. They are so eatisfac-
tory, at least, that the promise of farther volomes
from the same sources cannot be otherwise than wel-
come to the readers of this,

——
THE FORESTS OF ACADIE.

FUREST LIFE IN ACADIE. By Capl- Camrnert Hanoy,
Roval Artillery, Author of “Sporting Adventures in
the New Worlkd.,” #&ve. I, Appleton & Co.

The forests of Acadie resemble, in their general
features, the forests of the most northern of the
United States, particularly those of Mmne. There
are differences between them, of course, as there sre
between woods of the same species in our forests;
Lut they are such as would be detected by naturalists
rather than the ordinary observer, however skillful
in wood-craft. One of the first things that strikes
ps upon entering the Acadian forests is the frequency

«bireh-bark coverings

branches below being draped with pendulous ma;n-
As n timber-tree the black spruce ranks next to the
pine, and when at ita best attains a hight of 10 to
100 feet. It is excellent material for spars and mnlt:.'.
and is converted into all sorts of sawed lumb:ll'- "
roois, which shoot out to a great distance oo er ;o
moss, are to the Indian his rope, hin string, his
thread. With them he ties his bundle, M«u the
to the poles of his wigwam,
and sews the broad sheets of the same waterial to the
ashen ribs of his canoe,

The white spruce, & coniferof an essentially boreal

character, in its extension into the woods of Acadie,
appears to prefer bleak and exposed limatfonl, Erow-
ing in brine-washed sand beyond the limits of vege-
tation. Groves of this tree, which the Indians call
the sea spruce, are frequently seen along the shore
with the folinge so swept back over the land by the
prevailing sonth-west gales as to be nearly parallel
with the ground, and so flattened at the top that a
man might walk on it as on & platform. Similar to
the white spruce is the balsam fir, from which it is
distinguished by its evect cones and the pustnles on
its burk, Townrd the end of May its eones are of &
light sea-green color, which changes in June into
pale lavender, and in Angust to a dark slaty tint,
The silver fir, which prefers moist woods, grows,
where it has room, to the hight of sixty feet, Sl_'ld
is noticeable for the horizontal regularity of its
branches, and the genernl exact conical formation of
the whole tree. The growth of its foliage is irregular,
like that of the black spruce, a contorted branch
balf way up the stem ending in & multitude of inter-
luced sprays that are crowded with delicate light-
green leaves, the shapeof the whole suggesting a bee-
hivee Yellow and black birches grow to the hight of
seventy or eighty feet, and beautiful, indeed, they
are, especially the canoo or paper birch, with its pure
white stems relieved by the spruce boughs, Smooth
and* round, without knot or branch for some forty
feet from the ground, it is anxiously sought for by
the Indid¥s, who make the coverings of their wig-
wams and the hulls of their canoes out of its bark, as
thick and pliable as leather, while their squaws
transmogrify the same into barbarie euriosities, in
the shape of boxes and bags, by which the pale face
in sometimes begniled of some of his superfluous
chunge,

Nor must the sugar maple be forgotten, which
grows in Acadie very much as in Maine, interspersed
with other bard-wood trecs, on the slopes of hills,
and frequently by itself in large clumps, It is put
to the sume use there a8 among oursolves, young and
old swarming to the * sugeries” toward the end of
Mareh, loaded with their axes, sap-tronghs, and
boflers. Two or three huudred trees are often tapped
at a time, and what with bailing the sap into sirup,
and pouring it into wolds, a large party of men is re-
quired at these profitable merry-makings,

But let us pass from the Flora of Aeadie to its
Fauna, chipfest among which wust be placed the
moose, tho elk, or Aloine deer of the ancients, con-
cerning which the elder naturalists made many ab-
surd Wundess, as, that its legs were without joints;
that it was liable to epileptic fits; and that it was
obliged to browse backwarnd, on acconnt of the upper
lip becoming entangled with the teeth! As the halu-
tat of the moose is distinguished by the prodomi-
panee of the evergroen coniferm, it abounds in Acadie,
rejoiviug especinlly in the low-lying swampy woods
and innmmerable lakes and river-basine of Nova
Scotia and New-Brusswick,

The remark of an old writer that the ** élk is a mel-
anchioliek beast, feurful to be seen, delighting in
nothing but meisture,” indicates its shy and cautions
babits, and its partiality for long, mossy woodlaund
swamps of which the scencry of Acadie largely con-
gists, These swamns occur round the margin of its
lukes, where dwindles an unhealthy growth of stunt-
ed black spruces, and where the cinnamon-fern is
luxuriant. Baplingw of the swamp-maple
and the mountain-ash fringe them, and upon
these the moose browses when an huugered. To such
haunts the Lull bies in early Autumn, and here he

remans, the monmeh of the wood, pro-
claiming his defiance to his fellows, should
they approach, by crashing hLis  antlers

sgainst the trees, and by sadden mad planges which
can be beard for a long distance, tearing up the moss
the while and scooping out the mud with his fore-
foot. He has rubbed off the velvet covering of his
horn on the stems of young hackmatack and alder
bushes, and with clean, bard antlers and massive
neck, is ready to hold his own agaiust all comers.
“A poblor animal,” says Capt. Hardy, “does not
exist in the American forest, nor, whatever may have
been asserted sbout his ungainliness of gait and ap-
pearance, n form more entitled to command ad-
wiration—ealenlated, indeed, on first being con-
fronted with the forest giant, to produce a foel-
ing of awe on the part of the young hunter. To
hear his ‘distant crashings throngh the woods,
now and then drawing his lborns  across
the brittle brauches of dead timber, as if to intimi-
datea supposed rival, and to see the great black
mass burst forth from the dense forest and stalk
majeatically toward you on the opon barren, is one of
the grandest mights that can be presented to asports-
man's eyes in any quarter of the globe. His coat now
lies close, with & gloom reflecting the snn’s rays like
that of & well groomed horse. His prevailing color,
if in his prime, 18 jet black, with beantiful golden

of copses of young trees, so dense in their growth

that few ever assert themselves as forest trees.

“urther in, we perceive o taller and straighter

growth, among which are seversl species
that in more civilized districls are merely
ornsmenial shrubs. The foliage predominates
from the tree top, the stems throwing out
from the base upward a profusion of spikes and
dried branches. This is especially the case with the
spruces. Where the situation is unbealthy, as in
ecold swamps, the wildest confusion prevails; trees
lean and ereak against each other at all angles, and
to stride over their doad branches is “labor dire,”
they are so in#ktricably woven together. The hem-
lecks bury their dead in long lnllucks of moss, beau-
tified by the evergreen tresses of the creeping par-
tridge-berry.  In Spring the eye is grected with
wood violets and wnltitudes of little blossoms ;
while tiny maples or birch seedlings start up from
prostrate trunks or cranuies of rock bowlders. The
fern tribe abound, us, in the swamps, the cinnamon-
fern; and, aloug the forest brook, whith it almost
eonceals, the royal fern; the rocks are tepped with
polypodium, and the delicate fronds of the oak-fern
hang from their sides,

Foremost among the trees of Acadis is the white
pine, which, stunted along the coast where its
branches feather nearly to the ground, here ascends
a8 & straight tower considerably over one hundred
feet. Found, half a century ago, on the margin of all
the large lakes and streams, the lumberman’s ax and
the fires carelessly kindled by the hunter have driven
if back into the remote solitudes of the forest, Next
to the pine in its proportions is the hemlock, or the
hemlock spruce, which, mixing with evergreens in
all situations, affects moist mossy slopes in the
peighborhood of lakes, CGrowing to the hight
of eighty feet, ita deeply-grained columnar trunk
throws oft its first branches some fifty feot
above the gronnd, the light feathery foliage
clinging around the summit in dense masses,
throngh which protrude the bare twisted limbs with
whw{: the column terminates abruptly. As smong
the pines, there is an absenee of undergrowth among
the hemlocks. The bark is hllh]’ used for fuel in
the woods; it Lurns resdily and long, and so fond
aro the old Tudiavs of sitting round an ifhited pile
of it in their wigwams that it bears in their langug
th;;:nh'lqnao!“thoold Grannie,” -

black spruce, oue of the most i
troes io the forests of Acadie, is found uﬁt:p:;.::
u_ll circumstances. It appears in mixed woods, beau-
tiful and tall, its branches drooplug in gracoful
curves from the apex toward the gronnd, which they
sweep to a distance of twenty or thirty feet from the
stem, while its summit terminates in s dense arrowy
hiead of sprays crowded with heavy musses of cones,
lanﬁ.RhMﬂnmlymﬂb,mm
ing large tracts of country, the trees standing close,
with straight, clean stems, and with little foliags
excopt ut the suuimit. In the swamps it is distorted
to nglivess, ifs stema and limly being shaggy with
usuea. Occasionally it grows in the open bog, but
wtmm.mmmimm
Joliage living ovly ou the summit, its gray dead

“

brown legs, and tlanks pale fawn. The swell of the
munscle surronnding the fore-arm is developed like
the biceps of & prize-fighter, and stands well ont to
the front. 1 haye measured a fore-arm of a large
moose over 20 inches in circumference. The neck is
nearly as round as a barrel and of Immense thick-
pess, The horns are of a light yellowish white
stained with chestnut patches, the tines rather
darker, and the base of the horn with the lowest
group of prongs projecting inward, of a dark reddish
brown.”

The bulls fight desperately, under the influence of
the * tender passion,” the collision of their antlers
being heard on a still night like the report of a gun.
At other seasons the bull seldom utters a sound, bnt
uow o fs heard all day and night. The cow answers
in a prolonged and strangely wild ery, which the In-
dian hunters imitate, in order to attract the bull,
whose * talking,” as they call it, consists of long,
suppressed gutteral sounds, resembling the word
“quoh! quoh! which deepen when he hears a dis-
tant bellow. Bometimes he bellows 1 rapid succes-
slon, making & bee-line for the cow, but when ap-
proachivg the neighborhood whenece the eall pro-
_pedul lie becomes wore cautious, stops frequently
to listen, and often makes a long and noiseless
detour 8o as to come up from the windward, whereby
he can dotect the presence of danger. When he
wishes to retreat, his suspicions having been aroused,
he does so with marvelons stealth, carrying his great
horus so carefully through the densest thickets that
not o branch will be heard to snap. At a great dis-
tance the answer of the bull is so like the chopping
of an ax that the sharpest Indian is sometimes de-
ceived into thinking it the latter.

If the moose cheats the red-skin, however, the red-
skin cheats the moose in turn, by imitating the call
of the cow. This he does through a trumpet made
of birch bark rolled in the form of a cone, about two
_f‘net in length, The time selected is generally moon-
light, or early morning twilight, aud the place a
sheltering clump of bushes or rock, on the edge of
‘the forest barren. Becreted here the hunter utters
Lis plaintive call, which reverberates throngh the
conutry, to be swallowed up in the strange silence of
the sleeping forest. Dropping his trumpet in the
bushes he listens intently. Presoutly from over some
distant hill is beard a low grunt quickly repeated,
followed by the snapping of branches.and the
crashing of trees. If there iano reply, after the in-
terval of u fow ‘minutes, he ascends a small tree
50 as to gi‘vsn greater rugetommna:
and calls again, Should the bult become alarmed
and pause, the bunter kneols, and placing the month
of his trumpet gin the [bushes close to the ground
gives another and more plaintive call, which this
time is probably answered by the bellow of the bull
and the snapping of the bLranches about hiw, and
lastly by his appearance in thg opon. “Here he
comess,” says Capt. Hardy, recounting one of hix
moose-hunts.” The moonlight just catches the pol-
Ished surfaces of his great spreading horng; a black
mountain seems to grow out of the barren in front,
aud the bull stands - immediately before us, his
&igantio proportions standing out in bold relief

| deepened before the

against, the sky, and clouds of hot vapor cir-
cling, from his expansive nostrils as he panses for
a 'aoment to gaze forward from the nequired eleva-
‘gation. He must see the glitter of the moonlight on
our barrels as they are raised to the shoulder, but it
is too Inte for retreat; the sharp cracks of the two
rifies proclaim his doom, and a8 they are lowered
the great moose falls heavily over, without apace
accomplished in retreat, instantaneously dead. Our
wild yell of triumph was echoed by the Indian from
the woods bebind, who hastened to join ns; the
echoes, so strangely and rudely svoked from the dis-
tant forest, graduslly fade away, and all is still
again, save where a distant erack marks the flight of
{he startled moose, the late comrades of our noble
bull.”

Next in importance to the moose, at least to the
hunter, is the cariboo, or American reindeer, whoss
baunts and bonndaries are determined by the distri-
bution of the mosses and lichens which almost ex-
clusively constitute the food of the species wherever
found, in its range across the Northern continents of
Asia, Enrope, and America, The cariboo is first met
with in Newfoundland; its most southerly range
along the Atlantic seaboard is at Cape Sable in Nova
Scotia, where, however, it is becoming scarce. It
attains in the New World the finest development of
which it is capable, being much less ungainly and
slouching than the Norwegian reindeer. A strongly
built, thick-set animal, it is not without grace,
especially when trotting over the Plains on
light snow, followed by its mates in Indian file,
A large buck will measure over four feet in hight
at the shoulder, and exceed four hundred pounds
in weight. Such a buck would probably be of
o richer color than the majority of the herd,
whose coats would present a mixfure of dun grays
and browns, with whitish streaks and patches.
He would be of a rufous brown hue on the back and
legs, while his neck and pendant mane, his fail and
rump, would be snow-white, On the side of the
muzzle and cheek would be a pateh of nearly black
bair, The sidesand flanks of young deer are dappled
with light sandy spots, aud old males have a white
mane over a foot in length, hanging from the neck
with a graceful curveto the front. In mostinstances
there is but one well-developed brow antler on the
cariboo, the other being @ solitary curved prong.
Horns are seldom seen after Christmas, except on the
does and young bucks, which retain theirs till Bpring.
The foot of the cariboo is beautifully adapted to the
snowy regious in which it residos, and on ice it has
an advantage which the most skillful skater might
envy. This comes from the frog being almost
entirely absorbed in Winter, and the edies of the
hoof growing ont in thin sharp ridges, each division
on the the under surface presenting the appearance
of a hogo mussel shell, Mounted on theso natural
skates, with the additional assistance afforded by the
longg stiff bristles which grow downward at the fet-
lock, curving forward underneath between the
divisions, the cariboo glides swiftly over the crosted
sunow, crosses the frozen lakes, and ascends icy
precipices with an case which places him beyond the
reach of every enemy, unless it be the nimble aund
untiring wolf. The pace of the cariboo when
startled, like that of the moose, is a long steady trot,
breaking into a brisk walk at intervals; but it some-
times gullops at first, which the moose never does,
and it will also travel much further than the moose,
and when onee off, unless wounded, is seen no more.
leside tho lichiens and mosses, which are its privci-
pal food, it is fond of the usnea which grows on the
bonghs of the black spruce: and from scratehings
which he has seen in the first light suows at the foot
of the trees in beech groves, Capt. Hardy is led to
believe that, like the bear, it is partial to the mast.
Its movements are so restless in Winfer that there
will often be a sudden and eotemporary shift of all
the cariboo throughout a large area of country, and
almost always down the wind, In Winters of great
severity they always travel to the southernmost
limits of their haunts, and occasionally enter the set-
tlements,

Along the chain of lakes seattored thronghout
Acadia.especially in Nova Scotin, are the houses of the
fow remuining families of the beaver. This animal
was formerly abundant in the British Provinces, and
a large portion of the United States, hut at present,
says Capt. Hardy, not s beaver exists from the Port
Modway River—a féw miles east ward of the Rossignol
waters—and the eastern end of Cape Hreton, He de-
seribes o visit made by himself and a party of hont-
ars to Lake Rossignol and the Tobiadue stream which
flows therefrom, where they saw a suske swim under
the bows of thgir canoe, carrying ita head an inch
above the surface of the water. As they pussed o
steep bank o beaver rushed out of a dense patch of
king-fern, and took to the water with a plange.
They followed his track toward an old beaver-honse
a few rods up the river, but pursuit or eapture being
hopeless, they traveled on smong almost tropical foli-
age. Wild vines and creepersierowded the watet’s edge,
with elumps of royal fern; groves of birches were
succeeded by fir woods, under which the swanp-
maple brightened the gloom; pigeon-berries bediz-
gened the moss with their little searlet globes, while
great bowlders of gray rock, covered with mosees and
lichens, their erevices filled with polypods and oak-
fern, overhung the waters.

“ At length there was an obstroction in the stream
over which the waters fell evenly. 1t was a beaver-dam
—a solid construction of interwoven bushes aud poloes,
damming up the water to s hight of between three
and four feet, and completely altering the features
of the brook, which from this point was all still
water. We landed on the top o open ont & portion,
and theroby facilitate the canoes being lifted over.
Some of the work was quite fresl, and green leaves
tipped the ends of projecting branches; while on the
shore lay a pile of water-rotted material that had
been removed, and evidently considered unservice-
able. Stones and mud were plentifully intermixed
with the bushes, which were mostly cnt into lengths
of twelve to eighteen feet, and wayen fogether
across tho stream.  The top, which would support all
of us withoat yiclding, was about two feet broud,
and the daw thickened below the surface.s Sone
atont bushes leaned against the construction in
front. They were planted in the bed of the stremmn ;
aud, as Glode saill, were used as supportsjin making
the dam. Above was u long meadow of wild grass
to which the white gannt stemus of pines, drowned
ages since by the hightened level of the stream, im-
purted a desolate appearance, and near the head of
which the beavers had their habitations.”

This dam and others which Capt, Hardy ob-
served were built straight across the stream, but it
is, he says, & well-authenticated faet that in the
larger works, where the channel is broador that it
was in the Tobiadue brook, the dam is made convex
to the eurrent. Beaver-daws are strong and durable.
He quotea from a Mr. Thompson, whose works are
preserved in Canada as wost valuable and authentie,
an account of a beaver-dam which he saw in Octo-
ber, 1704 : “ I natoraly expected,” says the clder nat-
uralist, ** that we shonld have to lead our horses care-
fully over it. When we came to it, we found it a
strip of apparently old, solid ground. covered with
short grass, and wide enongh for two borses to walk
abreast. The lower side showod a descent of seven
feet, and steep, with a rill of water from beneath it ;
the side of the dam next the water wans a geutle
alope. To the southward was a sheet of water about
one mile and a half square, surrounded by low, grassy
bauks. The forests were mostly of poplar and aspen,
with numerous stumps of trees cnt down and partly
carried away by the beavers. In two places of this
pond were o cluster of beaver-louses, like mimatuore
villuges.”

The beaver-house, Capt, Hardy informs us, is built
of the same materials as the dam, There are branches
and trees, partially trimmed and closely inter-
woven, the whole being mixed, according totho va-
ture of the soil, with gravel or mud; barked sticks
of willow, poplar, or birch, on which the beaver
feeds, are strewn on the outside, Whut the beaver-
house next looks like is & huge bird’s nest turned up-
side down, and it is generally placed in thoe covos of
lakes, by the edges of ponds, and occasionally on the
bauk of a river, where there is a desp pool near the
bank. Resting on the edge it overlaps the water,
into which the front dips, and which lhas been
entrance by dredging, so o8
the animal & free passago below the
Hardy ,unroofed a beaver-house which
eighteen foet iy digmeter at the water- |

line, and was nearly five feet in hight, and he thus
describes its interior, or chamber. ’
“The chamber—there was but One—was very low,
searcely two foct in hight, though about nine feet in
diameter, It had a gentle slope upward from the
water, the margin of which could be just seen at the
edge, Thero were two levels inside, ane, which we
will term the hall, s sloping mud-bank on which the
animal approaches from the subaqueous tunnel and
shakes himself, and the other, an elevated bed of
boughs ranged round to the back of the chamber,
and much in the style of a gnard-bed, i e, the
sloping wooden trestle usually found in a military
guard-room. - The couch was comfortably covered
with lengths of dried grass and rasped fibers of wood,
similar to the shavings of a toy-broom, The ends of
the timbers and brushwood, which projected: in-
ward, were smoothly gnawed off all round. There
were two entrances—the one led into the water at
the edge of the chamber and let in the light, the
other went down at a deeper angle into black water.
The former was evidently the Summer entrance, the
latter being used in Winter to avoid the ice. The in-
terior was perfectly clean, no barked sticks (the re-
fuso of the food) being left about. Theso were all
distributed on the exterior, a fact which accounts for
the bleached appenrance of many houses we have
seen,”

As both the Louses of the beavers and their dams
are often injured during their excursions for food,
they have to be s often repaired, and this is inva-
riably done at night, the manner of repairing them
being substuntially the same as of building them,
and the materials, of course, the same. The wood
gathered—and the process of cutting trees of twelve
inches in diameter is a rapid one, so powerful are the
incisors of the animal—it plunges into the water,
and brings up the mud or small stones at the bottom_
to mix with its carpentry, carrying them closely
under its chin in its forepaws. It was the common
opinion once—even naturalists shared 1t—that the
broad tail of the beaver was used to plaster down
the mud in its work ; but the opinion was erroneons,
the real use of the tail in the operation, as Capt.
Hardy observes, being to countérpoise, by an action
against the water, in an upward direction, the ten-
dency, which the animal would otherwise have, to
sink head-foremost when propelling itself thyrongh
the water with its strong webbed hind feet, and
supporting at the same time the load of mud or
gravel in its forepaws under the chin. The old story
of the trowel being, therefore, a myth, wo must
henceforth regard the beaver as a carpenter, and
not a mason.

Of other of the lake-dwellgs of Acadie, ns the
musk-rat, the otter, the fisher, and the minl, we
have not left onrselves space to speak; nor of its
eave-dwellers, as the porcupine, and the black bear,
concerning which last Capt. Hardy writes at con-
siderable length, and apparently from his own
knowledge, What he has to tell us of * Acadian
Fish and Fishing” is but little, nor is that little new.
It is evident, we think, that he is more of a hunter
than & fisher, and wore of a naturalist than either,
and accordingly it is in his double character of
naturalist and hunter that he is most interesting, as
wo have endeavored to convey to our readers, and

largely in his own langnage.
: — ——
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